
11/5/2024

1

TECHNICIAN IMMUNIZATION ADMINISTRATION 
AND M.T.M. FOR HIV PATIENTS

Presenter:

Mercedes Post, 

CPhT

Clinical Pharmacy 

Services 

Technician

Photo from the Cr edena 222 H ea lth Clinic

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
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disclose with ineligible companies.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Pharmacy Technician’s role in managing high-risk HIV 

patients

• Describe the essential knowledge and skills required for 

pharmacy technicians to safely and effectively 

administer immunizations
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PRE-TEST QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
TRUE OR FALSE

• It is  authorized for a technician to admin ister immunizations under the superv ision of a 

pharmacist that isn ’t CPR certi fied (False- Pharmacists are required to  hold the sam e 

certi ficates as tec hnicians to both  administer vaccines  and oversee the immunizing 

technic ians)

• Any pharmacy associate who wants to  c an apply for o ther certi fications through PTCB 

(False- you must fi rst hold a val id Pharmacy Techn ician  certi ficate  to apply)

• Most dr ug as sistance programs for h igh-ris k HIV  patients such as Care Assist are  sta te  

based (True)

HOW IT ALL BEGAN

• October 2020, under the PREP act the U.S.  Department  of Health 
and Human Services temporarily authorized t rained pharmacy 

technicians in all 50 states and Washington DC to adm inister 
immunizati ons under the supervisi on of  a qualif ied pharmacist .1 

• Idaho was the fi rst state to initiate a pilot  project for technician 
immunizati ons in 2016 that  off icially  went into effect in March 2017.1

• The Oregon Board of Pharmacy passed thei r own permanent  
technician immunization law in January 2024 under House Bill 2486.

• Pharm acy technicians have administered mil lions of vaccines to 
pat ients since 2016 (with most of  these coming after 2020).

• Pharm acists are required to hol d the same active immuni zation and 
CPR certifi cates as technic ians to both admi nister vaccines and 

oversee the immuniz ing technicians.

1. A dam s AJ , Br i ght  D , Ad am s J . Ph arm acy t ec hni cian -adm i ni st ere d im m uni zat io ns : A  f i ve-year revi ew . J  A m  Pharm  Asso c 

( 200 3) . 2022  M ar -A pr ;6 2( 2) :4 19-423 . do i:  1 0.1 016/ j .j aph. 2021 .11 .01 1. Ep ub 2021  N o v 1 4. PM I D : 348 5748 9; PM C I D:  
PM C 859 0632 .

2. Ei d,  D .  ( 20 23 , O ct ob er  1 6) . D ebu nki ng  t he  m y th s: Ph ar m a cy Tec hni ci an Ad m i nis tr a ti on  o f V acci ne s.  P har m ac y 
Ti m es. ht t ps: //w w w . ph ar m acy ti m es. com /vie w /de bun kin g-t he -m yt h s-ph ar m acy -t ech ni cia n-ad m in ist r at io n-of -

va cci nes

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR US

P hoto from th e Cr ed en a 22 2 H eal th  C lin ic

Oregon’ s new law gives 

pharmacy technic ians the 
abi lity  to work at the top of 

their license with fresh 

training,  guidelines, 

continuing educat ion and 

cl inical experi ences.

To obtain your 

immunizati on cert ificate, 
you must f irst hold a valid 

Pharm acy Technician 

certif icate .

Second, you register into a 

recognized t raining program for 
immunizati on administ rat ion through 

a pharmacy association like the 

American Pharmacists Association 

(APhA) or Pharmacy Technic ian 

Certif icati on Board (PTCB) and pass 

the corresponding exam.

Pharm acy clinics with t ravel  

consult  services expose 
technicians to more unique 

immunizati ons like IMOVAX 

(Rabies vacci ne) as shown 

here.
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WHAT ELSE CAN WE DO?

3. Pharmac y Technic ian Certification Board. h ttps ://ww w.ptc b.org/credentials/

• Immunization isn’t the only certificate pharmacy technicians can obtain, there are currently 

eleven recognized PTCB certificates.3

• Furthermore , if you complete four of these certificates and work as a pharmacy technician for 
three years, you can apply for an Advanced Certified Pharmacy Technician credential . You must 
pass the corresponding exam to receive th is credential. This is currently the highest credential 
pharmacy technicians can obtain.3

LOCAL CLINICAL PHARMACIES

Certi ficates and credentials l ike these help technicians in find ing unique and 
higher paid job positions (such as clinical  pharmacy services) that they would 
not have known about otherwise. The federal  minimum wage is currently $7.25 
and the national average wage for advanced technicians is currently $19.40

Working in a clinical pharmacy technician role means more complex patient care 
opportunities are available. These positions make di rect use of the avai lable 
PTCB certificates. Specifical ly, the poin t of care testing, medication therapy 
management (MTM) and immunization certificates.

4 . Na tion al  Confer en ce o f S tate  Le gi sla tur es.  (20 24 ,  Apri l ). Sta te M in im um  Wage s.  https ://ww w.nc s l.org/labor-and -employ ment/sta te-m in imum-
wages #:~:text=Currently%2C%2034%20states %2C%20terri tories%20and,w age%20below%20%247.25%20per%20hour.

CARE-ING FOR OUR 
PATIENTS

Oregon has one pharmacy  
program for HIV/AIDS, named 
CAREAs sist . It is  administered 
by the Or egon Health A uthori ty. 
The purpos e of CAREAs sist is  

to cover the cos t o f 
medications, medica l care, and 
insurance pr em iums for  thos e 

li ving wi th  HIV /A IDS .5

Subs equent c are  for many of 
our CAREAs sist , PrE P, or PE P 

patients  inc lude fr equent 
medication dose syncing, 

bubble pac king, and routine 
medication therapy  

managem ent (MTM)  r eviews 
due to  the ir m ore complex  

profi les.

5 . O re g on  H ea lth  Au th ori ty.  CA REA ssi st.  

https://w ww.oregon.gov/oha/ph/dis eases c ondi tions/h iv stdv i ra lhepati tis /h ivc aretreatment/c areass ist/pages/index .as px #:~:tex t=CA RE As sis t%20is %20Or egon' s%20A ID S%20Dr ug,H eal th%20Autho

ri ty %2C %20HIV%20Prev ention%20w ebs i te.

6 . P h oto cou rte sy  of S  & K P ha rm ac y a nd  Su r gica l S u pp l ie s.  h ttp s: //www .sk ph ar ma cy .com /ser vic es /m e dic ation -b li st er -p ac kin g-an d -p re-p our /
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MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

Photo cour tesy  of APHA Blog  Pha rmac ists ex pa nd  a cc ess  to  PrEP in  17 sta tes  - September  2023
Edition

• In 17 states,  pharmacists have 

expanded authority to provide P rEP

and PEP to pati ents. M ost  of ten these 

services are provided i n com munity or 

clinical  pharm acies.

• What are P rEP and PEP? 

PrEP is P re -Exposure Prophylaxis and 

PEP  is Post-E xposure Prophylaxis. P rE P

helps prevent  HIV  infect ion prior to 

exposure to HIV  while PEP hel ps treat 

patients who have already been exposed 

to HIV .

CONCLUSION

• These credentials led me to  m y current job 

as  a cl in ica l support specia lis t. Before th is I 
worked both re ta il  and special ty pharmacy.

• Once I became aware of these PTCB 
certi ficates, I knew I wanted more out o f my 
career. Since then I have been able to 

di rectly  apply the ski lls and knowledge I 
gathered from these certific ates in to  my 
working li fe .


